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Trinity Cathedral (Episcopal Church) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Trinity Cuthenral 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Episcopa 1 Church 

IJLOCATION 
STREE1 Iii NUMBER 

313 Goldsborounh Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Ei'.\r.ton _ VICINIT'I OF 

STATE 

, llcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_QISTRICT 

~BUILOINGtsf 
-STRUCTURE 

- SITE 

-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

X_PfUVA TE _UNOCCUPIED 

- BOTH - WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED , 

- BEING CONSIO£REO - YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

,-JOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 

"':-lbot 

PRESENT USE 

--"GRICULTURE _MIJSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAOIK 

-EDUCA'TIONAL _PAIVA H RfSIOlNCE 

_ENTEIHAINMEN T ~RELIGIOUS 
_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTlfll.. 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORT A TIQl\o 

- MILITARY _OTHER 

___ T...;.h..;..c_C_..;..o_:.n_v_e_n_t=---i_· o_n~o_f'"='t=-l_ic_P_r __ o_t_<>::-s-:t=-n_n....,t,__E_p_i_s_._C_h_u_r_c_h ___ T_-:_l ephone # : 301-822-1919 
STREET& NUMBER in the Di OCPf;e of Ea-;ton 

CITY TOWN 

• ~<iston - VICINITY OF 

.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET 6 NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

'T'nlbot Countv Court Hom;p 

Washinaton 5troet 

F.nston 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
•::ir·,•lnnri 21601 

Liber #: .37A 
Folio #: JBJ 

STATE 

Marvlarrl 21601 

JEOEAAL -STATE -COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

.,-.,,,,_.~----~---~--~~~~~~~--~-~-~-~~~~-----~---~ 
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DESCRIPTION 

-E>CaLl£NT 

_ GOOD 

_f.o\lfl 

CONDITI 

-01Ttfll0AAT£0 

_ flUINS 

- UNEXf'ORD 

CHECK ONE 

_ UJIALTEfll O 

-ALTE"ED 

CHECK ONE 

- OfllGINAL SITE 
-MOVIO DATl ___ _ 

~· ~~~--r~;.w~~~:-=-;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Trinity Cathedral ls a qable rooforl aranite structure stanrling on e. 
tree aha~ed h~lf block in the Gold~borouqh Str~ct resid~ntial n~iohborbood. 
rt -f"aces l'louth . 

'I'he building iR one-nnd- a-half stories hiph with n two story, square 
tower set into tho southeast ccrner. 'l'he walls nre of rough co• rs d etonc. 
The tO\ler, flat roofed with buttressed corners, contains the wooden 
entrance door which is a~t in nn arch opening. Round, four light windows light 
the tower' .. aeconc~ floor. 

The rcctanuulnritv of the structure is relieved by a crossing centrnl 
gnble nnd a proj~cting, hipped roof pavillion at the north enet cornPr. 
There i"' ri 1·ounded 1 recP.ssed chancr>l nt the north, altar ond. The ha\f cornice 
roof in cov~red with grey slate. ThP upper wall of the chancel has an 
exterior '"kin of ·mbricatod woodcm 0 hinglr> and pointr-d vindowR, clor.ely i;paced. 
Eaves are ftarerl n.nd :rcl'it on grnni,te walls . The p rrC1midal roof of the 
J><"lVillion - only thrC'c <>lope of whk:h C'!xist - ar c.lno cov('.red with olate. 
Like the towe~, pavillion cornerr. nre roinforcr1 with fortv-fivc deQree 
huttrns~P-s. Ooubl~ round nrch window~ are ploce>d in the ee$t wnll of the 
pnvil lion. 

Immc:-tH tely "'OUth of thC' pn··Ulion is the": cro~~i.ng gable. Th~ qable 
~ac; f'l"ring envas and an e>xterior ,..ldn of imbri catncl shingles, pai.nte!'I 
grey. The tracerv 'nndow in the oahle ~as colorr.d Q1n ~ and n circular 
winn0\1 centered b~twcen two pointed nrch window • 

n Between the cmblc nnn the tower on the en."'t facade i"" a !";m,._11 gable 
dorm~r with pointed a.rch window nnd two i'lmall double pointP.d nrch windown 
with colored qlass . A buttress betwPen these w:lndows he1pl'l ,qupport thn 
thick arnnitP wells viFunlly. 

At the front of the structure in t~e ~outhwe~t corner is e window 
covered with n cat slide roof. 

Tnsirl~ thP. arche~ ceiling ic uoportrd by wooden hn~'.'Oer bca~ • Furni herl 
wiTh brown wood th~ interior iR warn and c~nfortablP in ~eeling . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

~R£HISTORIC 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEULW'r·l'REHISTORIC _COMMUNIT'f PLANNING -1.ANDSC.VE ARCHITECTURE 

....ARCHEOLOGY HISTOlllC _CONSERVATION _I.AW 

--'GRICUlTuRE _ECONOMICS -LI TERA TURI 

f-J31 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

400 1499 

_1500 15911 

-HIOO 1CIH URCHITECTUllf. -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1100·1790 

_1800·Hl99 

_1900. 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES ,, 7fo 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-ENGINEERING -MUSIC _THEATER 

_EXPl.ORATIONJSETTl.EMENl -PHILOSOl'kY _TRANSPORTATION 

_INDUSTRY _POU TICSIGOVE RNM ENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

About J8/:i.-O movement ttro"e in England, Ecclesiologiam, which promoted 
oon truction of ch\rch~s which WAre bnse~ on Engl.sh carlv Gothic parrish 
ch pals. Amcric n6trr.wcl ing to England becnrnt> j nfluencnd bv this phi.lor:;ophv 
nnd came home to build. On the Easte..rn Shor<1. the n rst wn St. John'!': 
Chapnl of St. Mkhncl 's P rrish nt Mi· Crossing, thnt important, 
now tragically neglectP.d building of · 35~3~ 'It is one of the nr.lie~t 
o its t'\:-pe in th<- l!ni ted States.) A· tl c country' R mo t important 
structurcR of thi~ tvpe i Christ Church (T-1~), l8~bv Richnrd lp~ohn. 

Trinitv Cnthcdrnl is in the Eccte~iolo~·st tradition. Built in 181~, 
lon~ past the height of the movement, Trinity CntbC>drnl dii:;plays Gothic 
otifs in it~ pointed arch windows nnd ·nterior hiunmer benmo. The Rteov 

roof and tower arn also ~lements of the stvlP. Granite, not. native to 
th Eastern Shore, wns usually mined in or nPnr Port Deposit, Mnrylnnd, 

nd brouqlt in hy watPr. 

vONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPIDCALREFERENCES 
Deeds nnd L.cnd Records, Talbot Countv Court House. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ .:.;N.:..::A ___ _ 

VEABAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STAT[ None 

STATE 

,FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

~~rRha L. Frit-. Conm.iltnnt 
ORGANIZATION 

Hj .. toric En!';ton, Incornorated 
STREU 8i NUMBER 

Rox 1171 
CITY OR TOWN 

E<'.lston 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

November 234 iq76 
TELEPHONE Mr. Paul Pnrsoni:;' 
101-R22-2706 Prasident 

STATE 

Mnrvlaml 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mal'yland 
COUNTY· 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Talbot 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER l DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) l 
I l. NAME 

COMMON: 

Trir.i ty Cathedral 
AND.' CR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
S

0

TREET ANC NUMBER: 

Goldsborough Street (corner of H. Riggins St.) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

:Sas ton 
STATE I CODE JcouNTY: I CODE 

!-lar-.1land I l Talbot I 
13. CLASS! FICATION 

CATEGORY 
STATUS 

I ACCESSIBLE 
OWNFRSHIP 

I TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

District ::::J Bui I ding ~· Public ·D Public Acquisition: Occupied ~ Yes: 
_J 

Site ~ Structure r:J Private ~ In Process r:J Unoccupied lJ Restricted ~ 
~ -

Unrestricted ~ Both ~ Being Considered -- Preservation work ~ Object - -l_, 

I 

in progress ::::J No: r:J 

PRESENT USE (Check One or .'Hore as Appropriate) 

Agricultural ~ Government ~ Park - Transportation C1 Comments ~ 
~ 

Commercial D Industrial D Private Residence D Other (Specify) ,----, 
'-

Educational ,----, Military D Rel~ious ~ ~ 

Entertainment c Museum C' Scientific D 

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNE::;i:S NAME: 

Diocese of Easton (Rt. Rev. George A. Taylor, Bishop of Easton) 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

'I'rini ty Cathedral 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 

Easton !.Ia land 
S. LOCATION Of LEGAL DESCRIPTIO~N.:.._ __________________________ --i 

COURT~usE·, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Talbot County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

STATE CODE 1 

Maryland 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

6. ~tPRESf:NJATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
'TITLE OF SURVEY: 

1DATE OF SURVEY: 

IDEPOSlTORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

F edera I State _J County 'l Local ,--, 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 

I 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Excel lent Ga Good 0 Fair 0 

(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered [ZJ 
INTEGRITY 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed ::J 
(Check One) 

I Moved D Original Site Jg 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

?rini t:.r Cn:t!:.eC:ral is ::>. c~ciform plan, heavy '.!l"~sonr;:r churc~:, Fh~ch 

a:pneaJ'.'s to be nore roof th:ir: -:·ralls, for the steen slate roof equals 

Dore thar, half (at r.aVe 2.t least h~o-thircs) of the oiSt'lnce fro:-:i t::ie 

sround_ to tte roo:' line. ':lhe slo:pe of t'::e roof is nicked_ U'l c;y -':;~:e 

li~eaV7{ bu~t!'essir.1.g YTl:icl~ slaY_ts o;..1t fror:i the cor11e-rs. T:-:ere is .~ 

h:.lttressed, s1J_uare, spireless er.trarlce to·.rnr a-'.; tne so1J.tr.-ea.s-::. corr.er 

(orie~tatior: is with altar at north) with a pointed ~rc~ea door with 

a sCTall circular ~indow above. The tower is not as tall as the erd 

of tl:e r.ave .-~hich 'r.as a relatively snall triple 'west 1 ~~indow ~Ti th a 

Star of David in the nullior:s above the lancets. ~here is a snall, 

solicl., buttressec. entrance norch to tl:e Hest at the rear of tl-~e :r.ave. 

?he two tr2.Y!scnts of eq_ual len[;'i;h inte::-sect the i::air_ roof at right 

angles a fm; fer;t belo':-r the ridge of the r:ave; the cable enc1s of 

the transe"!}ts h'.1ve fis1.: sen.le s:.:.h·,glcc 3.nd are e'lc':: penetratec. t;:r 

2, larce pointed st2.ir:ed glasc:- WiD.dow. '"'.'h 0 :::-e a:::-e t":lree small double 

18.r.cet windmrs or. eg,c}-'- s ie1-e of the Lave ( ~d th stained glass) n.ncl 

tl'iere aTe trro yeaY:ed clorrr~ers on e2.ch sitie of th.e r.ave roof --;·:i tl';. 

clear poi1:tec panes. Tl:ere is a square sacristy wit':: a ~wre.:Jiclal 

roof to the northeast of the north side transept. 

~he interior has a wide c~oir and an apsoidal chancel wit':: seven 

s:Jall stained glasc lar:cets. Choir fv.rr;i ture is oricinal; r.ave 

:;iews are ~~ewer 3.r,d plainer. c:i:."-e ort;ar: ni~es 2.re set oe:.:inc. a 

pointec1 arch 2.rcac'i_e. Stair.ed ;-lasr: is tlrn only decor9,tior, with 

the excention of t~n.e 1·;-ood ceiline, sup~"'ortecl "h~r tn1sses, [!e2..r.1S, etc. 
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R. "Tlr:LD SHEEf 

f8. SJGNtFfCl\NCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian D 
15th Century 0 

16th Century D 
17th Century D 

18th Century 0 
19th Century ~ 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (If Applicable and Known) clv ri.,-1()99 ? 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or .~ore as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education D Pol itica I D 
Prehistoric D Engineering D Religion/Phi-

Historic D Industry c losophy ~ 
Agri cu I tu re D Invention C1 Science D 
Art c Landscape Seu I pture D 
Commerce D Architecture D Social/Human-

Communications " Literature D itorian D :._j 

Conservation D Military D Theater D 
Music D Transportation D 

20th Century D 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

Arc'h.i tecture 

[] 

~t\TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

------~// t::J T1rn exterior of Tri:r..i ty Cathedral, ~as ton, is an exa::i'!)le of the 

L Pictur8sque 2.:rrcroa.ch to cou:r:trJ churches in the le.te 19th ce1.tUT'J, 

anc. wi t~1 its spire less tower, variec1 roof :orofile, overhm:0ing

:9rotective roof, suggests a:r:. Snglish parish so:irce (e.g. some of 
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the mod.els illustrated as pro'!)er :::rglis!: sources by Ralph Adans 

Cran in his ChurCh :Build.ing, 1899), ]Jlus the additional feature of 

the s~ingling on the transepts shows the influence of the Shingle 

Style. 

T~1e architectural ir:i:portar.ce of Trinity Catllecral is meye oYe1::~1.y 

:fo-inC. in the interior, where the simnle wooden trusses of the Upjohn 

rural churches has berm supercedeC. by the closest A::iericar. e:::_uiv

alent of the great wooden ceilings of East Anglia (e.g. Swaffa!!l, 

lTorfolk). ~t~e whole interior relies on corst:ructior:.al 2~spects for 

decorative effect; with the exception of t:he r_eHer pews, r;:'ri::1i ty 

Cathedral represents a good exa.11ple of a late Victorian cln.:.rch 

interior. The ;:;,l tar, and tr_e chairs of the bishop and dean are 

good exanples of Victorian cl:-c.rch furniture. 

---------- -·-----



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

9. MAJOR BfBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Basil F.L. Clarke, A.nclican Cathedrals Outside the 3ritisl". Isles 
London: 1958 

Ralph Adams Cram, Church Buildin~ 1899, rev. ed. 1914 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THA:N ON~ ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Oeg_rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
I NE 0 . 0 . 
I 

I SE 0 . 0 . 
I 

SW " . 0 . 
LIST ALL ST AT ES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

'll. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl TL E: 

Hillian ~.I organ 
ORGAN! ZATION 

!DATE 

r.~aryland I-Tis tori cal Trust (LTniversity of Delaware) June 12. 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Department of Art EistO!"J 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

~:·ewark Delaware 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCAl ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify ti.at it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ::J State ~ Local ::=J ~ 

Date 

:-;'a me 
I ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date Date 
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